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In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, a new-found love of spontaneity transformed Christian worship
and revolutionized the Enlightenment's "culture of sensibility." Rituals of Spontaneity tells the story of how
and why spontaneity came to be so revered. Using archival material and works of Bunyan, Shaftesbury,
Goldsmith, Smart and Wordsworth, Branch shows that the rise of spontaneity was intimately connected to
the forces of commerce and science at the dawn of the Enlightenment. By focusing on the language in which
spontaneity was defended and on its psychological repercussions, Rituals of Spontaneity challenges previous
understanding of secularization and demonstrates the deep, often troubling connections between religion and
secularism in modernity.
Winner of the Book of the Year Award for the Conference on Christianity and Literature.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free Prayer to
Wordsworth book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism
from Free Prayer to Wordsworth content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking
Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free Prayer to Wordsworth is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Michele Williams:

Precisely why? Because this Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free Prayer to
Wordsworth is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Tara Winston:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism
from Free Prayer to Wordsworth as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free Prayer to
Wordsworth to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

William Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you



knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free Prayer to Wordsworth.
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