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The expansion of the U.S. in the antebellum period relied on the claim that the nation's boundaries were both
self-evident and dependent on the consent of those enclosed within them. While the removal of American
Indians and racism toward former Mexicans has been well-documented, little attention has been paid to the
legal rhetorics through which the incorporation of these peoples and their territories was justified, portraying
them as actively agreeing to come under the authority of the U.S. Yet even as the creation and extension of
U.S. jurisdiction functioned as an imperial system, it did not go unchallenged by dominated populations. In
Manifesting America, Mark Rifkin explores how writings by Native Americans and former Mexicans
protested the legal narratives that would normalize their absorption into U.S. national space.

Focusing on Indian removal in the southeast and western Great Lakes regions as well as the annexation of
Texas and California, the monograph tracks the confrontation between U.S. law and the self-representations
of once-alien peoples newly subjected to it. Institutions in the U.S. legitimized conquest by creating forms of
official recognition for dominated groups that reinforced the logic and justice of U.S. mappings. But the
imposed mappings continued to be haunted by the persistence of earlier political geographies. Examining a
variety of nonfictional writings (including memorials, autobiographies, and histories) produced by imperially
displaced populations, Rifkin illustrates how these texts contest the terms and dynamics of U.S. policy by
highlighting specific forms of collectivity and placemaking disavowed in official accounts. Persuasively
argued and anchored with judicious research, Manifesting America provides an overdue chapter in the
history of resistance to U.S. imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and important the book Manifesting America: The Imperial
Construction of U.S. National Space. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jeffery Herring:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Manifesting America:
The Imperial Construction of U.S. National Space that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Manifesting America: The
Imperial Construction of U.S. National Space become your current starter.

Gerardo Roney:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Manifesting America: The
Imperial Construction of U.S. National Space which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Ruth Zimmer:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Manifesting America: The Imperial Construction
of U.S. National Space was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Manifesting
America: The Imperial Construction of U.S. National Space has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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