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The ideas of the English philosopher Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) profoundly shaped Victorian thought
regarding evolutionary theory, the philosophy of science, sociology, and politics. In his day, Spencer's works
ranked alongside those of Darwin and Marx in their importance to the development of disciplines as wide-
ranging as sociology, anthropology, political theory, philosophy, and psychology. Yet during his lifetime-and
certainly in the decades that followed-Spencer has been widely misunderstood. Both lauded and disparaged
as the father of Social Darwinism (it was Spencer who coined the phrase "survival of the fittest"), and as an
apologist for individualism and unrestrained capitalism, he was, in fact, none of these; he was instead a
subtle and complex thinker.In his major new intellectual biography of Spencer, Mark Francis uses archival
material and contemporary printed sources to create a fascinating portrait of a man who attempted to explain
modern life in all its biological, psychological, and sociological forms through a unique philosophical and
scientific system that bridged the gap between empiricism and metaphysics. Vastly influential in England
and beyond-particularly the United States and Asia-his philosophy was, as Francis shows, systematic and
rigorous. Despite the success he found in the realm of ideas, Spencer was an unhappy man. Francis reveals
how Spencer felt permanently crippled by the Christian values he had absorbed during childhood, and was
incapable of romantic love, as became clear during his relationship with the novelist George Eliot. Elegantly
written, provocative, and rich in insight, Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life is an exceptional
work of scholarship that not only dispels the misinformation surrounding Spencer but also illuminates the
broader cultural and intellectual history of the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Wolff:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life. Try to make
the book Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life as your good friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ryan Brown:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent all day long to reading a guide. The book Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern
Life it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book offers high quality.

Mark McKinney:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Thomas Baxter:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life can be
the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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