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The Ming dynasty was the last great Chinese dynasty before the Manchu conquest in 1644. During that time,
China, not Europe, was the center of the world: the European voyages of exploration were searching not just
for new lands but also for new trade routes to the Far East. In this book, Timothy Brook eloquently narrates
the changing landscape of life over the three centuries of the Ming (1368-1644), when China was
transformed from a closely administered agrarian realm into a place of commercial profits and intense
competition for status.

The Confusions of Pleasure marks a significant departure from the conventional ways in which Chinese
history has been written. Rather than recounting the Ming dynasty in a series of political events and
philosophical achievements, it narrates this longue durée in terms of the habits and strains of everyday life.
Peppered with stories of real people and their negotiations of a rapidly changing world, this book provides a
new way of seeing the Ming dynasty that not only contributes to the scholarly understanding of the period
but also provides an entertaining and accessible introduction to Chinese history for anyone.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nobles:

This book untitled The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from
your list.

Mamie Crossett:

The guide untitled The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce
and Culture in Ming China from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

John Jeanbaptiste:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Confusions of
Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.

Lowell Seymour:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China when you needed it?
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