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Damascus was for centuries a center of learning and commerce. Drawing on the city's dazzling literary
tradition-a rich collection of poetry, chronicles, travel accounts, and biographical dictionaries-as well as on
Islamic court records, James Grehan explores the material culture of premodern Damascus, reconstructing
the economic infrastructure, social customs, and private consumer habits that dominated this cosmopolitan
hub in the 1700s. He sketches a lively history of diet, furniture, fashion, and other aspects of daily life,
providing an unusual and intimate account of the choices, constraints, and compromises that defined
consumer behavior.

Coffee, tobacco, and light firearms had arisen as new luxury items in preceding centuries, and Grehan traces
the usage of such goods in order to get a picture of the overall standard of living in the premodern Middle
East. He looks particularly at how wealth and poverty were defined and how consumption patterns expressed
notions of taste, class, and power, illuminating the prominent role played by Damascus in shaping the
economy and culture of the Middle East.

In assessing the magnitude of social change in modern times, we have few benchmarks from the period
preceding the onset of modernity in the nineteenth century. This informative study will make possible more
precise cultural and economic comparisons between different parts of the world as it stood on the brink of a
radically new economic and political order. The book's focus on a little-examined period and region will
appeal to scholars and students of urban social history and Arab popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Alysa Appel:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Everyday Life and
Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications on the Near East) is our recommendation
to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Maria Freeman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Everyday Life and Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus
(Publications on the Near East) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jerry Montgomery:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Everyday Life and
Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications on the Near East) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the way for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Everyday Life and Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications on the Near East)
become your own starter.

Yong Dickerson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Everyday Life and Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications on
the Near East) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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