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Although architecture is the fastest-growing profession in America, its private context remains shrouded in
myth. As Dana Cuff shrewdly observes, it is filled with contradictions, particularly in the realm of practice.
She delves into the architect's everyday work world to uncover an intricate social art of design. The result is
a new portrait of the profession that reveals what it means to become an architect, how design problems are
construed and resolved, how clients and architects negotiate, and how design excellence is achieved. Cuff
concludes by discussing how the design profession, particularly the schools, can take advantage of these
observations to strengthen the profession and lay claim to the whole design process.Cuff shows how
architects fashion a meaningful place in society by working in collaborative settings, although attributing
singular importance to the creative individual. She addresses the discrepancy between the many
competencies required by practitioners in complex settings and the narrow teachings of architecture schools.
Throughout, she questions whether architecture is essentially the domain of specialists or of qualified
generalists.The different components of Cuff's cultural model of architectural practice are described in full.
These include history and demographics; the differences between design problems in practice, in the
academy, and as construed by the professional organization; the metamorphosis of layperson into architect;
the culture of the office and its influence on interactions with the client.Dana Cuff has taught as a social
scientist among architects and as an architect among social scientists. Her participant/observer studies for
this book,carried out over the past decade, involved nearly 200 individuals representing 80 different firms.
She is Associate Professor of Architecture and Planning at the University of Southern California.
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From reader reviews:

Dwayne Moseley:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book Architecture: The Story of Practice. All type of
book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Leslie Babcock:

This book untitled Architecture: The Story of Practice to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Lynn Kelley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Architecture: The Story of Practice provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Carolyn Cook:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific Architecture: The Story of Practice can give you a lot of
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Architecture: The Story of Practice.
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