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The floodplain forest of the worlds mightiest river, the Amazon, is one of the last major agricultural
frontiers. Inhabitants of this bountiful environment have long harvested its wealth of plant and animal
resources for a wide array of products, especially fruits, nuts, building materials, fuelwood, and medicinal
plants. While the Amazon floodplain has great potential for food production, this unique habitat, inundated
every year to a depth of up to 30 feet, is increasingly threatened by ranching and agricultural expansion, and
its natural resource base is being impaired by inappropriate land-use practices. In this book, geographer
Nigel Smith reviews the natural history of the area from the people's perspective, offering a large-scale
portrayal of the culture of the region not found in most books on Amazonia. The book investigates how the
ways in which people make a living are entwined with religious and spiritual beliefs, as well as with nature.
Smith challenges the notion that the Amazon basin is a demographic void and a cultural backwater, arguing
that the region, densely settled in the past, could again become a prosperous agricultural area. He points out
that the local inhabitants' knowledge of the basins natural history is a vital-and sorely overlooked--resource
for sound economic development. Topics explored include ecological, cultural, and socioeconomic issues
surrounding animal husbandry, domestication of game, annual cropping, agroforestry, and the gathering of
forest products. Examining the historical dimensions of various land uses, Smith suggests practical ways to
develop the floodplain that enhance, rather than destroy, biodiversity. A pathbreaking study, impeccably
researched and beautifully illustrated, this book will interest a broad audience of individuals and
organizations concerned with the development and conservation of rainforests and wetlands.
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From reader reviews:

Elisabeth Martinez:

This book untitled The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

David Stokes:

The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Amazon
River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Lori Whitten:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants,
Animals, and People was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The
Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Stella Keith:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Amazon River Forest: A
Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Amazon River Forest: A Natural
History of Plants, Animals, and People can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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