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The abolitionists of the mid-nineteenth century have long been painted in extremes--vilified as reckless
zealots who provoked the catastrophic bloodletting of the Civil War, or praised as daring and courageous
reformers who hastened the end of slavery. But Andrew Delbanco sees abolitionists in a different light, as
the embodiment of a driving force in American history: the recurrent impulse of an adamant minority to rid
the world of outrageous evil.

Delbanco imparts to the reader a sense of what it meant to be a thoughtful citizen in nineteenth-century
America, appalled by slavery yet aware of the fragility of the republic and the high cost of radical action. In
this light, we can better understand why the fiery vision of the "abolitionist imagination" alarmed such
contemporary witnesses as Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne even as they sympathized with the
cause. The story of the abolitionists thus becomes both a stirring tale of moral fervor and a cautionary tale of
ideological certitude. And it raises the question of when the demand for purifying action is cogent and
honorable, and when it is fanatic and irresponsible.

Delbanco's work is placed in conversation with responses from literary scholars and historians. These
provocative essays bring the past into urgent dialogue with the present, dissecting the power and legacies of
a determined movement to bring America's reality into conformity with American ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Chavez:

Here thing why that The Abolitionist Imagination (The Alexis de Tocqueville Lectures on American
Politics) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Abolitionist Imagination (The Alexis de
Tocqueville Lectures on American Politics) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Abolitionist Imagination (The Alexis de
Tocqueville Lectures on American Politics). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Abolitionist Imagination
(The Alexis de Tocqueville Lectures on American Politics) in e-book can be your alternative.

Michael Wheeler:

Often the book The Abolitionist Imagination (The Alexis de Tocqueville Lectures on American Politics) has
a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Brent Campbell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Abolitionist Imagination (The Alexis de
Tocqueville Lectures on American Politics), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Catherine Lyons:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the The Abolitionist Imagination (The Alexis de Tocqueville Lectures on American Politics) when you
required it?
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