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Since the original edition of Dynamics of the Party System was published in 1973, American politics have
continued on a tumultuous course. In the vacuum left by the decline of the Democratic and Republican
parties, single-interest groups have risen and flourished. Protest movements on the left and the New Right at
the opposite pole have challenged and divided the major parties, and the Reagan Revolution--in reversing a
fifty-year trend toward governmental expansion--may turn out to have revolutionized the party system too.

In this edition, as in the first, current political trends and events are placed in a historical and theoretical
context. Focusing upon three major realignments of the past--those of the 1850s, the 1890s, and the 1930s--
Sundquist traces the processes by which basic transformations of the country's two-party system occur. From
the historical case studies, he fashions a theory as to the why and how of party realignment, then applies it to
current and recent developments, through the first two years of the Reagan presidency and the midterm
election of 1982.

The theoretical sections of the first edition are refined in this one, the historical sections are revised to take
account of recent scholarship, and the chapters dealing with the postwar period are almost wholly rewritten.
The conclusion of the original work is, in general, confirmed: the existing party system is likely to be
strengthened as public attention is again riveted on domestic economic issues, and the headlong trend of
recent decades toward political independence and party disintegration reversed, at least for a time.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

The book Dynamics of the Party System: Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United
States can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good
thing like a book Dynamics of the Party System: Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the
United States? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Dynamics of the Party
System: Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United States has simple shape but you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Ruth McGrath:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Dynamics of the Party System:
Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United States book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Marlene Childs:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Dynamics of the Party
System: Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United States suitable to you? The actual
book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Dynamics of the Party System:
Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United Statesis the one of several books this everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Christopher Bohner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,



except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Dynamics of
the Party System: Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United States.
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