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The Way of Water and Sprouts of Virtue (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) Sarah Allan
Explicates early Chinese thought and explores the relationship between language and thought.

This book maintains that early Chinese philosophers, whatever their philosophical school, assumed common
principles informed the natural and human worlds and that one could understand the nature of man by
studying the principles which govern nature. Accordingly, the natural world rather than a religious tradition
provided the root metaphors of early Chinese thought. Sarah Allan examines the concrete imagery, most
importantly water and plant life, which served as a model for the most fundamental concepts in Chinese
philosophy including such ideas as dao, the "way," de, "virtue" or "potency," xin, the "mind/heart," xing
"nature," and qi, "vital energy." Water, with its extraordinarily rich capacity for generating imagery,
provided the primary model for conceptualizing general cosmic principles while plants provided a model for
the continuous sequence of generation, growth, reproduction, and death and was the basis for the Chinese
understanding of the nature of man in both religion and philosophy.

"I find this book unique among recent efforts to identify and explain essential features of early Chinese
thought, because of its emphasis on imagery and metaphor." -- Christian Jochim, San Jose State University
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From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Way of Water and Sprouts of Virtue
(Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Mark Hoffman:

Often the book The Way of Water and Sprouts of Virtue (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Way of
Water and Sprouts of Virtue (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Susan Belcher:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled The Way of Water and Sprouts of Virtue (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The The Way of Water and Sprouts of Virtue (Suny
Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Norbert Walling:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book,
delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Way of Water and Sprouts of Virtue (Suny
Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.
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