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When the United States went to war with Spain in April 1898, few European observers believed the small
and relatively inexperienced American navy could achieve a decisive naval victory over an established
European colonial power. In less than five months however, two Spanish naval squadrons lay at the bottom
of the seas and the once great Spanish Empire ceded its last colonies in Asia and the New World to the
upstart Americans. Admiral George Dewey, victor at the battle of Manila Bay, became a demigod in the eyes
of the American media and public overnight and the excitement of new conquests overseas breathed new life
into the traditional American expansionist doctrine of Manifest Destiny. The American naval hubris that
developed in the wake of the Spanish-American War in reality rested on only a handful of modern
battleships in a navy that was an obsolescent coastal defense force only ten years before. No one understood
this better than Theodore Roosevelt. An expansionist who fought with distinction during the war with Spain
and an advocate of the sea power theories of Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan, Roosevelt knew the present
American navy was not strong enough to defend American shores against the larger navies of Europe let
alone those of a new empire. European powers still skirted the Monroe Doctrine as evidenced by the British-
German-Italian blockade of Venezuela from 1902-03 and the Dutch FI Venezuela War of 1908, and the
United States was increasingly threatened in the Philippines, Samoa, and the Caroline and Marshall Islands
by the imperial ambitions of Germany and Japan. To remedy the lack of naval preparedness for America's
sudden emergence as a world power, Roosevelt and the United States embarked on rapid naval building
program. To emphasize America's growing naval prowess and to demonstrate his "speak softly and carry a
big stick" approach to foreign policy, Roosevelt sent the Great White Fleet, a squadron composed of sixteen
battleships (all commissioned after 1898), to circumnavigate the globe, a great technical and logistical feat
for the time. As impressive as the spectacle of the Great White Fleet was, all of the ships in it were quickly
being rendered obsolescent by the dreadnought-type battleships coming into service in Great Britain and
Germany. This did not catch the United States off-guard however for as the Great White Fleet was
completing its world cruise, the USS South Carolina, America's first dreadnought whose design pre-dated
that of HMS Dreadnought, was already fitting out. By the beginning of World War I, the United States
possessed the third largest navy in the world and had ten dreadnoughts in service with four more under
construction.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Utecht:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book US Navy Dreadnoughts 1914-45 (New Vanguard). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book US
Navy Dreadnoughts 1914-45 (New Vanguard). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ronda Hagerty:

The guide with title US Navy Dreadnoughts 1914-45 (New Vanguard) has a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Dwight Roberts:

The book untitled US Navy Dreadnoughts 1914-45 (New Vanguard) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice read.

Alice Ressler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is US Navy
Dreadnoughts 1914-45 (New Vanguard).
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