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The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens, by Wilfred E.
Major, analyzes how writers of comedy in Classical Greece satirized the emerging art of rhetoric and its role
in political life. In the fifth century BCE, the development of rhetoric proceeded hand in hand with the
growth of democracy both on Sicily and at Athens. In turn, comic playwrights in Athens, most notably
Aristophanes, lampooned oratory as part of their commentary on the successes and failures of the young
democracy.
 
This innovative study is the first book to survey all the surviving comedy from the fifth century BCE on
these important topics. The evidence reveals that Greek comedy provides a revealing commentary on the
incipient craft of rhetoric before its formal conventions were stabilized. Furthermore, Aristophanes’
depiction of rhetoric and of Athenian democratic institutions indicates that he fundamentally supports the
Athenian democracy and not, as is often argued, oligarchic opposition to it.
 
These conclusions confirm recent work that reinterprets the early development of rhetoric in Classical
Greece and offer fresh perspectives on the debate over the role of comedy in early Greek democracy.
Throughout, Major capitalizes on recent progress in understanding of the performance dynamics of Classical
Greek theater.
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From reader reviews:

Harriett Costello:

The book The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens? Several of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Court of Comedy:
Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Willie Alford:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and
Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Judy Marinez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century
Athens was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Ron Matthies:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in
Fifth-Century Athens can make you experience more interested to read.
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