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Although the pictogram-only narrative in Xu Bing's Book from the Ground can be read by anyone, there is
much more to the story of Xu Bing's wordless book than can be gleaned from icons alone. This companion
volume to Book from the Ground chronicles the entire project, mapping the history of Xu Bing's novel
creation from inspiration to exhibition to publication. In the 1980s, Xu Bing created Book from the Sky.
Using garbled and nonsensical faux-Chinese characters, this installation expressed Xu's doubts about written
language and provoked questions about the Chinese language. Thirty years later, with Book from the
Ground, the artist expresses his hope for a single, universally understood language. Inspired by airport signs
that communicate instantaneously through images--directing a temporary community of modern nomads
where to eat, shop, sit, and find a bathroom--Xu began to collect images, icons, and logos from which he
could construct a story. This book describes Xu's research, showing notebook pages and bulletin boards full
of clipped-out images; offers commentary by the artist and discussions of reading, alphabets and languages;
documents, with text and photographs, exhibitions and installations connected to the work (including a Book
from the Ground pop-up concept store); provides a list of works; describes Xu's "icon lab"; and "translates"
Xu's pictographic narrative into English.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Rodriguez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Book about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground as the daily
resource information.

Lydia Donaldson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for your requirements is The Book about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Lula Day:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide The Book about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Damian Woodward:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Book about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground can make
you experience more interested to read.
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