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When large formations of Allied four-engine bombers finally flew over Europe, it marked the beginning of
the end for the Third Reich. Their relentless hammering of Germany totaling more than 1.4 million missions
took out oil refineries, industries, and transportation infrastructures vital to the Reich's war effort. While
other accounts have focused on operational details, this is the first book to reveal the crucial role of air
intelligence in these dramatic campaigns.

Robert Ehlers reexamines these bombings through the lens of both air intelligence and operations, a dual
approach that shows how the former was so vital to the latter's success. Air intelligence was essential to both
targeting and damage assessment, and by demonstrating its contributions to the Combined Bomber Offensive
of 1943-1945, Ehlers provides a wealth of new insight into the war.

Ehlers describes the close ties that developed between the Royal Air Force's "precision intelligence" arm and
the U.S. Army Air Force's "precision bombardment" forces, telling how the RAF's photographic
reconnaissance and signals intelligence steered both British and American bombers to the right targets at the
right intervals with the right munitions. He shows that the greatest strength of this partnership was its ability
to orchestrate all aspects of damage assessment within an effective organizational structure, so that by 1944
senior air commanders like the RAF's Arthur "Bomber" Harris and the AAF's Carl "Tooey" Spaatz could
gauge the accuracy of bombing with a high degree of precision, analyze its effects on the German war effort,
and determine its effectiveness in helping the Allies achieve strategic objectives.

Ehlers focuses on three key offensives in 1944 against French and Belgian rail supply lines delivering
German troops and supplies to Normandy, against German oil refineries, and against railroads and
waterways inside the Reich that had a disastrous effect on the Nazi war effort. In the process, he underscores
the degree to which bombers constituted part of a highly effective combined-arms force, giving Allied
armies crucial advantages on the battlefield. Drawing on a huge collection of bomb-damage assessment
photographs and a wealth of other archival sources, he shows that the success of these and other efforts can
be traced directly to the success of air intelligence.

Providing a deeper and more accurate understanding of the bomber campaigns' role in the Allied victory,
Ehlers's study testifies to the strategic importance of these efforts in that war and provides a tool for
understanding the importance of intelligence operations in future conflicts.
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From reader reviews:

Lavonne Ouellette:

The book Targeting the Third Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied Bombing Campaigns (Modern War
Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Targeting the Third Reich: Air
Intelligence and the Allied Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a book Targeting the Third
Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So
, how do you think about this book?

Tony Paulson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Targeting the
Third Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies) (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Targeting the Third Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied Bombing Campaigns (Modern War
Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))is the main one of several books that will everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

George Seal:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them
is this Targeting the Third Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies)
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).

Chelsie Salls:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they



will get large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare
time, we will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your
spare time, often the book you have read will be Targeting the Third Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied
Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).
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