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Heaven Is a Playground was the first book on the uniquely American phenomenon of urban basketball. Rick
Telander, a young photojournalist and former high school basketball player, spent part of the summer of
1973 and all of the summer of 1974 in Brooklyn living the playground life with his subjects at Foster Park in
Flatbush. He slept on the floor of a park regular’s apartment, observing, questioning, traveling and playing
with, and eventually coaching a ragtag group of local teenagers whose hopes of better lives were often
fanatically attached to the transcendent game itself.
 
At times little separates the author and his subjects, both of whom are emotionally linked by their passion for
hoops. But as the summer unfolds and even superstars such as the legendary and incendiary Fly Williams are
confronted with the realities of ghetto life and the sociological hurdles facing African American males, the
joy of the game starts to be seen as the wispy pipe dream it often becomes. Written before cell phones,
disposable cameras, and cable TV, Heaven Is a Playground is one of a kind—a funny, sad, ultimately
inspiring book about Americans and the roots of the sport that they love.
 
In this third edition, thirty-five years after Telander discovered New York’s kings of basketball, the author
provides a retrospective of the game and times.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Capps:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Heaven Is a Playground, Third Edition had been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book Heaven Is a Playground, Third Edition is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Heaven Is a Playground, Third Edition. You
never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Aaron Eldred:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Heaven Is a
Playground, Third Edition book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Ralph Rodriguez:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Heaven Is a Playground, Third Edition
is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Irma Lovern:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Heaven
Is a Playground, Third Edition will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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