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Western esotericism has now emerged as an academic study in its own right, combining spirituality with an
empirical observation of the natural world while also relating the humanity to the universe through a
harmonious celestial order. This introduction to the Western esoteric traditions offers a concise overview of
their historical development.

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke explores these traditions, from their roots in Hermeticism, Neo-Platonism, and
Gnosticism in the early Christian era up to their reverberations in today's scientific paradigms. While the
study of Western esotericism is usually confined to the history of ideas, Goodrick-Clarke examines the
phenomenon much more broadly. He demonstrates that, far from being a strictly intellectual movement, the
spread of esotericism owes a great deal to geopolitics and globalization. In Hellenistic culture, for example,
the empire of Alexander the Great, which stretched across Egypt and Western Asia to provinces in India,
facilitated a mixing of Eastern and Western cultures. As the Greeks absorbed ideas from Egypt, Babylon,
Assyria, and Persia, they gave rise to the first esoteric movements.

From the late sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, post-Reformation spirituality found expression in
theosophy, Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry. Similarly, in the modern era, dissatisfaction with the
hegemony of science in Western culture and a lack of faith in traditional Christianity led thinkers like
Madame Blavatsky to look East for spiritual inspiration. Goodrick-Clarke further examines Modern esoteric
thought in the light of new scientific and medical paradigms along with the analytical psychology of Carl
Gustav Jung. This book traces the complete history of these movements and is the definitive account of
Western esotericism.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Gatling:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new
book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Jesse Nance:

This book untitled The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Ryan Neal:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction.

Frank Arnett:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top listing
in your reading list is The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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