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L. Luca Cavalli-Sforza and his collaborators Paolo Menozzi and Alberto Piazza have devoted fourteen years
to one of the most compelling scientific projects of our time: the reconstruction of where human populations
originated and the paths by which they spread throughout the world. In this volume, the culmination of their
research, the authors explain their pathbreaking use of genetic data, which they integrate with insights from
geography, ecology, archaeology, physical anthropology, and linguistics to create the first full-scale account
of human evolution as it occurred across all continents. This interdisciplinary approach enables them to
address a wide range of issues that continue to incite debate: the timing of the first appearance of our species,
the problem of African origins and the significance of work recently done on mitochondrial DNA and the
popular notion of an "African Eve," the controversy pertaining to the peopling of the Americas, and the
reason for the presence of non-Indo-European languages--Basque, Finnish, and Hungarian--in Europe.

The authors reconstruct the history of our evolution by focusing on genetic divergence among human groups.
Using genetic information accumulated over the last fifty years, they examined over 110 different inherited
traits, such as blood types, HLA factors, proteins, and DNA markers, in over eighteen hundred, primarily
aboriginal, populations. By mapping the worldwide geographic distribution of the genes, the scientists are
now able to chart migrations and, in exploring genetic distance, devise a clock by which to date evolutionary
history: the longer two populations are separated, the greater their genetic difference should be. This volume
highlights the authors' contributions to genetic geography, particularly their technique for making geographic
maps of gene frequencies and their synthetic method of detecting ancient migrations, as for example the
migration of Neolithic farmers from the Middle East toward Europe, West Asia, and North Africa.

Beginning with an explanation of their major sources of data and concepts, the authors give an
interdisciplinary account of human evolution at the world level. Chapters are then devoted to evolution on
single continents and include analyses of genetic data and how these data relate to geographic, ecological,
archaeological, anthropological, and linguistic information. Comprising a wide range of viewpoints, a vast
store of new and recent information on genetics, and a generous supply of visual elements, including 522
geographic maps, this book is a unique source of facts and a catalyst for further debate and research.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

This book untitled The History and Geography of Human Genes to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Paul Moore:

Exactly why? Because this The History and Geography of Human Genes is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Paul Mendosa:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be The History and Geography of Human Genes why because the great
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Thomas Towne:

Beside this particular The History and Geography of Human Genes in your phone, it could give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have The History and Geography of Human Genes because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book along with read it from now!
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