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“The trouble today is that we don’t torture women enough.”
—Alfred Hitchcock

It is remarkable how infrequently, over a period of more than fifty years, Alfred Hitchcock spoke about the
beautiful, legendary and talented actresses he directed. And when he did, his remarks were mostly indifferent
and often hostile. But his leading ladies greatly enriched his films, even as many of them achieved
international stardom precisely because of their work for Hitchcock—among the dozens of women were
Madeleine Carroll, Joan Fontaine, Grace Kelly and Tippi Hedren. Yet he maintained a stony, insistent
silence about the quality of their performances and their contributions to his art.

Spellbound by Beauty—the final volume in master biographer Donald Spoto’s Hitchcock trilogy that began
with The Art of Alfred Hitchcock and continued with The Dark Side of Genius: The Life of Alfred
Hitchcock—is the fascinating, complex and finally tragic story of the great moviemaker and his female stars,
the unusual ideas of sex and romance that inform his films and the Hollywood dreams that often became
nightmares.

Rich with fresh revelations based on previously undisclosed tapes, new interviews, private correspondence
and personal papers made available only to the author, this thoughtful, compassionate yet explosive portrait
details Hitchcock’s outbursts of cruelty, the shocking humor and the odd amalgam of adoration and contempt
that time and again characterized Hitchcock’s obsessive relationships with women—and that also,
paradoxically, fed his genius.

He insisted, for example, that Madeleine Carroll submit herself to painful physical demands during the
making of The 39 Steps. He harbored a poignantly unrequited love for Ingrid Bergman. He meticulously and
deliberately constructed Grace Kelly’s image. Finally, he stalked, harassed and abused Tippi Hedren. His
treatment of his daughter, Pat, was certainly unusual, while his strange marriage to his sometime collaborator
Alma Reville was a union that (according to Hitchcock himself) was forever chaste after one incident.

Spellbound by Beauty offers important insights into the life of a brilliant, powerful, eccentric and tortured
artist, and it corrects a major gap in movie history by paying tribute at last to those extraordinarily talented
actresses who gave so much to his films.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Fung:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for people. The book Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His
Leading Ladies had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His
Leading Ladies is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book
Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His Leading Ladies. You never sense lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Samuel Rascon:

This Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His Leading Ladies book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read
a lot of information you will get. That Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His Leading Ladies
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His Leading Ladies can bring once you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone.
This Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His Leading Ladies having great arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gerald Patton:

The event that you get from Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His Leading Ladies may be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His
Leading Ladies giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Spellbound by
Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His Leading Ladies instantly.

Kelli Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Spellbound by
Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His Leading Ladies suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Spellbound by Beauty: Alfred Hitchcock and His
Leading Ladiesis the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people



in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.
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