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In 2006, the United Nations reported on the “feminization” of migration, noting that the number of female
migrants had doubled over the last five decades. Likewise, global awareness of issues like human trafficking
and the exploitation of immigrant domestic workers has increased attention to the gender makeup of
migrants. But are women really more likely to migrate today than they were in earlier times? In Gender and
International Migration, sociologist and demographer Katharine Donato and historian Donna Gabaccia
evaluate the historical evidence to show that women have been a significant part of migration flows for
centuries. The first scholarly analysis of gender and migration over the centuries, Gender and International
Migration demonstrates that variation in the gender composition of migration reflect not only the movements
of women relative to men, but larger shifts in immigration policies and gender relations in the changing
global economy.

While most research has focused on women migrants after 1960, Donato and Gabaccia begin their analysis
with the fifteenth century, when European colonization and the transatlantic slave trade led to large-scale
forced migration, including the transport of prisoners and indentured servants to the Americas and Australia
from Africa and Europe. Contrary to the popular conception that most of these migrants were male, the
authors show that a significant portion were women. The gender composition of migrants was driven by
regional labor markets and local beliefs of the sending countries. For example, while coastal ports of western
Africa traded mostly male slaves to Europeans, most slaves exiting east Africa for the Middle East were
women due to this region’s demand for female reproductive labor.

Donato and Gabaccia show how the changing immigration policies of receiving countries affect the gender
composition of global migration. Nineteenth-century immigration restrictions based on race, such as the
Chinese Exclusion Act in the United States, limited male labor migration. But as these policies were replaced
by regulated migration based on categories such as employment and marriage, the balance of men and
women became more equal – both in large immigrant-receiving nations such as the United States, Canada,
and Israel, and in nations with small immigrant populations such as South Africa, the Philippines, and
Argentina. The gender composition of today’s migrants reflects a much stronger demand for female labor
than in the past. The authors conclude that gender imbalance in migration is most likely to occur when
coercive systems of labor recruitment exist, whether in the slave trade of the early modern era or in recent
guest-worker programs.

Using methods and insights from history, gender studies, demography, and other social sciences, Gender and
International Migration shows that feminization is better characterized as a gradual and ongoing shift toward
gender balance in migrant populations worldwide. This groundbreaking demographic and historical analysis
provides an important foundation for future migration research.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Gender and International Migration as your daily
resource information.

Emmanuel Young:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
Gender and International Migration.

Mary Tiller:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Gender and International Migration can be the reply,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Elizabeth Acker:

You may get this Gender and International Migration by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply
e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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