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Four decades after its end, the American war in Vietnam still haunts the nation's collective memory. Its
lessons, real and imagined, continue to shape government policies and military strategies, while the divisions
it spawned infect domestic politics and fuel the so-called culture wars. In Forever Vietnam, David Kieran
shows how the contested memory of the Vietnam War has affected the commemoration of other events, and
how those acts of remembrance have influenced postwar debates over the conduct and consequences of
American foreign policy.

Kieran focuses his analysis on the recent remembrance of six events, three of which occurred before the
Vietnam War and three after it ended. The first group includes the siege of the Alamo in 1836, the
incarceration of Union troops at Andersonville during the Civil War, and the experience of American combat
troops during World War II. The second comprises the 1993 U.S. intervention in Somalia, the crash of
United Airlines Flight 93 on September 11, 2001, and the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

In each case a range of actors?military veterans, policymakers, memorial planners, and the general
public?used memorial practices associated with the Vietnam War to reinterpret the contemporary
significance of past events. A PBS program about Andersonville sought to cultivate a sense of national
responsibility for the My Lai massacre. A group of Vietnam veterans occupied the Alamo in 1985, seeing
themselves as patriotic heirs to another lost cause. A World War II veteran published a memoir in 1980 that
reads like a narrative of combat in Vietnam. Through these and other examples, Forever Vietnam reveals not
only the persistence of the past in public memory but also its malleability in the service of the political
present.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive War Changed
American Public Memory (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) was making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication
Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive War Changed American Public Memory (Culture, Politics, and the Cold
War) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book
Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive War Changed American Public Memory (Culture, Politics, and the Cold
War). You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Marie Clayton:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive War Changed American
Public Memory (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive
War Changed American Public Memory (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive War Changed
American Public Memory (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Frank Johnson:

You can get this Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive War Changed American Public Memory (Culture,
Politics, and the Cold War) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to
be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

James Jones:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive War Changed
American Public Memory (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) was multi-colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Forever Vietnam: How a Divisive War Changed American Public Memory



(Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading this.
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