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 Dealers of Lightning  is the riveting story of the legendary Xerox PARC--a collection of eccentric young
inventors brought together by Xerox Corporation at a facility in Palo Alto, California, during the mind-
blowing intellectual ferment of the seventies and eighties. Here for the first time Michael Hiltzik, a
correspondent for the Los Angeles Times, reveals in piercing detail the true story of the extraordinary group
that aimed to bring about a technological dawn that would change the world--and succeeded.

Based on extensive interviews with the scientists, engineers, administrators, and corporate executives who
lived the story,  Dealers of Lightning  takes the read on a journey from PARC's beginnings in a dusty,
abandoned building at the edge of the Stanford University campus to its triumph as a hothouse of ideas that
spawned not only the first personal computer, but the windows-style graphical user interface, the laser
printer, much of the indispensable technology of the Internet, and a great deal more. It shows how and why
Xerox, despite its willingness to grant PARC unlimited funding and the responsibility for developing
breakthroughs to keep the corporation on the cutting edge of office technology, remained forever unable to
grasp (and, consequently, exploit) the innovations that PARC delivered--and it details the increasing
frustration of the original PARC scientists, many of whom would go on to build their fortunes upon the very
ideas Xerox so rashly discarded.

More than just a riveting historical narrative,  Dealers of Lightning brings to life an unforgettable cast of
characters. Among them:

Bob Taylor--the preacher's son from rural Texas who would be considered a prophet by some and a
cantankerous egomaniac by others, whose fearless (and feared) leadership of a team of computer renegades
made them the heroes of the embryonic Silicon Valley;

Jack Goldman--the Xerox chief scientist who convinced the stolid corporation to stake tens of millions of
dollars on PARC while warning that the investment might not pay off for years--if it paid off at all;

Alan Kay--PARC's creative and philosophical soul, who suffered years of ridicule for envisioning a
computer that could be tucked under the arm yet would contain the power to store books, symphonies,
letters, poems, and drawings--until he arrived at Palo Alto and met the people who would build it; and

Steve Jobs--who, aided by Xerox's indifference to PARC's most momentous inventions, staged a daring raid
to obtain the technology that would end up at the heart of the Macintosh: the machine that for a time helped
Apple dominate an explosive new market.

Dealers of Lightning  is an unprecedented look at the ideas, the inventions, and the individuals that propelled
Xerox PARC to the frontier of technohistory--and the corporate machinations that almost prevented it from
achieving greatness.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

Here thing why this kind of Dealers of Lightning: Xerox PARC and the Dawn of the Computer Age are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Dealers of Lightning: Xerox PARC and the
Dawn of the Computer Age giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no guide that similar with Dealers of Lightning: Xerox PARC and the Dawn of the
Computer Age. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe
the form of Dealers of Lightning: Xerox PARC and the Dawn of the Computer Age in e-book can be your
alternate.

Joe Lowe:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Dealers of Lightning: Xerox PARC and the Dawn of the Computer Age.

Joshua Castillo:

Dealers of Lightning: Xerox PARC and the Dawn of the Computer Age can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Dealers of Lightning: Xerox PARC and the Dawn of the Computer Age although doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Jerry Lyon:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and



comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Dealers of Lightning: Xerox PARC and the Dawn of the Computer Age
when you required it?
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