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Why did politics once work? And why don't they work today? Despite decades of reform, government is
more dysfunctional than ever, the country is more polarized, and special interests have more power to veto
reform. What if idealistic reform itself is a culprit?

In Political Realism, Jonathan Rauch argues that well-meaning efforts to stem corruption and increase
participation have stripped political leaders and organizations of the tools they need to forge compromises
and make them stick. Fortunately, he argues, much of the damage can be undone by rediscovering political
realism. Instead of trying to drive private money away out of politics, how about channeling it to strengthen
parties and leaders? Instead of doubling down on direct democracy, how about giving political professionals
more influence over candidate nominations? Rauch shows how a new generation of realist thinkers is using
time-tested truths about politics and government to build reforms for our time.

Rich with contrarian insights and fresh thinking, Political Realism is an eye-opening challenge to today's
conventional wisdom about what ails American government and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Political
Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen American Democracy?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Jules Thompson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big
Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen American Democracy it is very good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Steven Resnick:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen American
Democracy can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Garland Thorpe:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big
Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen American Democracy or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Political Realism: How Hacks,
Machines, Big Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen American Democracy to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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