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Charles Birkeland Living coral is athin veneer, measured in millimeters. Y et this thin film of living tissue
has shaped the face of the Earth by creating limestone structures sometimes over 1,300 m thick from the
surface down to its base on volcanic rock (Enewetak Atoll), or over 2,000 km long (Great Barrier Reef).
About half the world's coastlines are in the tropics and about a third of the tropical coastlines are made of
coral reef. Archipelagoes of hundreds of atolls such as the Marshalls, the Maldives, the Tuamotus, and most
of the Carolines and Kiribati have been fonned by coral. In addition to enlarging high islands (such as the
entire northern end of Guam) and extending and protecting coastlines, ancient biogenic reefs have fonned
even larger areas on the present continents. Shallow living coral 2 reefs are estimated to presently cover over
600,000 km (Smith, 1978). Cora reefs are dynamic systems, producing limestone at the rate of 400-2,000
tons per hectare per year (Chave et al. , 1972). The Great Barrier Reef dominates 2 230,000 km and has
grown to thissize in ageologically brief period of afew million years. Cora reefs influence the chemical
balance of the world's oceans. Roughly half the calcium that enters the sea each year around the world, from
the north to south poles, istaken up and temporarily bound into cora reefs (Smith, 1978).
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From reader reviews:
Gerald James:

The book Life and Death of Coral Reefs can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Life and Death of Coral Reefs?
Severa of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. Itis
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Life and Death of Coral
Reefs has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the
enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Walter Son:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Life and Death of
Coral Reefs suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Life
and Death of Coral Reefsis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so al of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you alots of information about
thisworld now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Donna Layne:

The book untitled Life and Death of Coral Reefs contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author providesyou in
the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Eric Hodges:

You can find this Life and Death of Coral Reefs by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern erasimilar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your prablem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let'stry to choose proper ways
for you.
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