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The origins of most of the West’s Special Forces can be traced back to the Long Range Desert Group, which
operated across the limitless expanses of the Libyan Desert, an area the size of India, during the whole of the
Desert War from 1940 to 1943. After the defeat of the Axis in North Africa they adapted to serve in the
Mediterranean, the Greek islands, Albania, Yugoslavia and Greece. In the process they became the stuff of
legend.

The LRDG was the brainchild of Ralph Bagnold, a pre-war desert explorer (featured in fictional terms in The
English Patient) who put all of his expertise into the creation of a new and, by the standards of the day,
highly unorthodox unit. Conventional tactical thinking shunned the deep heart of the vast desert as it was
thought to be a harsh, inhospitable wilderness where British forces could not possibly survive even less
operate effectively. Instead, Bagnold and his colleagues created a whole new type of warfare.

Using specially adapted vehicles and recruiting only men of the right temperament and high levels of fitness
and endurance, the first patrols set out bristling with automatic weapons. The LRDG, in a dark hour, was the
force which took the fight to the enemy, roving over the deep desert?a raider’s paradise?attacking enemy
convoys and outposts, destroying aircraft and supplies, forcing the Axis to expend more and more resources
to protect their vulnerable lines.

Their work was often dangerous, always taxing, exhausting and uncomfortable. They were a new breed of
soldier, and the Axis never managed to field a similar unit. Once the desert war was won they transferred
their skills to the Mediterranean sector, retraining as mountain guerrillas, serving in the ill-fated Dodecanese
campaign, then in strife-torn Albania, Yugoslavia and Greece, fighting alongside the mercurial partisans. In
addition, the LRDG worked alongside the fledgling SAS and established, beyond all doubt, the value of
highly trained Special Forces, a legacy which resonates today.

REVIEWS

An amazing tale of how the world's very first special force was created specifically for North Africa during
WWII
Books Monthly UK
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Ghost Patrol: A
History of the Long Range Desert Group, 1940-1945 suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Ghost Patrol: A History of the Long Range Desert Group,
1940-1945is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So
you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Richard Ortega:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Ghost Patrol: A History of
the Long Range Desert Group, 1940-1945 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Ghost Patrol: A History of the
Long Range Desert Group, 1940-1945 become your current starter.

William Rose:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. Ghost Patrol: A History of the Long Range Desert Group, 1940-1945 can be your
answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Christopher Dixon:

You can find this Ghost Patrol: A History of the Long Range Desert Group, 1940-1945 by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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