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Sports fans love to don paint and feathers to cheer on the Washington Redskins and the Cleveland Indians,
the Atlanta Braves, the Florida State Seminoles, and the Warriors and Chiefs of their hometown high
schools. But outside the stadiums, American Indians aren't cheering-they're yelling racism. School boards
and colleges are bombarded with emotional demands from both sides, while professional teams find
themselves in court defending the right to trademark their Indian names and logos. In the face of opposition
by a national anti-mascot movement, why are fans so determined to retain the fictional chiefs who plant
flaming spears and dance on the fifty-yard line? To answer this question, Dancing at Halftime takes the
reader on a journey through the American imagination where our thinking about American Indians has been,
and is still being, shaped. Dancing at Halftime is the story of Carol Spindel's determination to understand
why her adopted town is so passionately attached to Chief Illiniwek, the American Indian mascot of the
University of Illinois. She rummages through our national attic, holding dusty souvenirs from world's fairs
and wild west shows, Edward Curtis photographs, Boy Scout handbooks, and faded football programs up to
the light. Outside stadiums, while American Indian Movement protestors burn effigies, she listens to both
activists and the fans who resent their attacks. Inside hearing rooms and high schools, she poses questions to
linguists, lawyers, and university alumni. A work of both persuasion and compassion, Dancing at Halftime
reminds us that in America, where Pontiac is a car and Tecumseh a summer camp, Indians are often our
symbolic servants, functioning as mascots and metaphors that express our longings to become "native"
Americans, and to feel at home in our own land.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

The experience that you get from Dancing at Halftime: Sports and the Controversy over American Indian
Mascots will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Dancing at Halftime:
Sports and the Controversy over American Indian Mascots giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this kind of Dancing at Halftime: Sports and the Controversy over American Indian Mascots
instantly.

Serina Horne:

Precisely why? Because this Dancing at Halftime: Sports and the Controversy over American Indian
Mascots is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jaime Leflore:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. Dancing at Halftime: Sports and the Controversy over American
Indian Mascots can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Stephen Redmond:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dancing at Halftime: Sports and the Controversy
over American Indian Mascots can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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