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“The African American community.” “The black position.” In accounts of black politics after the Second
World War, these phrases reflect how the African American perspective generally appeared consistent,
coherent, and unified. In Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis, Preston H. Smith II examines housing
debates in Chicago that go beyond black and white politics, and he shows how class and factional conflicts
among African Americans actually helped to reproduce stunning segregation along economic lines.

Class and factional conflicts were normal in the rough-and-tumble world of land use politics. They are,
however, often not visible in accounts of the postwar fight against segregation. Smith outlines the ideological
framework that black civic leaders in Chicago used to formulate housing policy, both within and outside the
black community, to reveal a surprising picture of leaders who singled out racial segregation as the source of
African Americans’ inadequate housing rather than attacking class inequalities. What are generally presented
as black positions on housing policy in Chicago, Smith makes clear, belonged to the black elite and did not
necessarily reflect black working-class participation or interests.

This book details how black civic leaders fought racial discrimination in ways that promoted—or at least did
not sacrifice—their class interests in housing and real estate struggles. And, as Smith demonstrates, their
accommodation of the real estate practices and government policy of the time has had a lasting effect: it
contributed to a legacy of class segregation in the housing market in Chicago and major metropolitan areas
across the country that is still felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Racial
Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago.

Tracy Painter:

This Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago is brand new way for
you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Racial
Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Robert Polk:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar
Chicago can make you sense more interested to read.

Amanda Young:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your



knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago when you needed it?
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