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Drawing on his rich Louisiana past, Ernest J. Gaines creates a fictional world representative of the human
experience. His work explores the complex racial relationships?so much a part of Southern history and
culture?and the unwritten and unspoken conventions of caste and class. Often structured around journeys of
discovery, Gaines' works affirm the integrity of the individual and the unequivocal place in American life for
Americans of African descent. This study offers a clear, accessible reading of Gaines' fiction. It analyzes in
turn all of Gaines' novels as well as his collection of short stories. A complete bibliography of Gaines'
fiction, as well as selected reviews and criticism, completes the study.

Following a biographical chapter on Gaines' life, an overview of his fiction explores his work in light of his
literary heritage and use of genre. Each of the following chapters examines an individual novel: Catherine
Carmier (1964), Of Love and Dust (1967), The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman (1971), In My Father's
House (1978), A Gathering of Old Men (1983), A Lesson Before Dying (1994), and a collection of short
stories, Bloodline (1968). The discussion of each work includes sections on plot and character development,
thematic issues, and an alternative critical approach from which to read the novel. Carmean shows how each
of Gaines' novels focuses on themes of personal value and place and affirms the need for recognizing the
value of the individual, regardless of race. This study will help readers to understand the compelling issue of
human relationships raised by Gaines and to see why he is one of America's finest writers.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Tovar:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Ernest J. Gaines: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or ideal book with you?

Debera Jessie:

Here thing why this Ernest J. Gaines: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Ernest J. Gaines: A
Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Ernest J.
Gaines: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Ernest J.
Gaines: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) in e-book can be
your alternate.

Sarah Heath:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Ernest J. Gaines: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Mamie Contreras:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring



and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Ernest J. Gaines: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to
Popular Contemporary Writers) can make you experience more interested to read.
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