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“This book is a must for anyone interested in public policy studies, the changing roles of government in
modern America, and twentieth-century southern history. It is important as a study of government at its best
and worst.”—Bruce D. Wheeler, University of Tennessee, Knoxville

“This is an excellent study of the agency’s leadership and major policy developments, and it is sure to rank
as the best introduction for anyone interested in the Tennessee Valley Authority.”—American Historical
Review

In Prisoners of Myth, Erwin Hargrove analyzes the organizational culture of the Tennessee Valley Authority
by looking at the actions of its leaders over six decades. His probing narrative ranges from the heroic years
of the New Deal and World War II through the postwar period of consolidation and growth to the time of the
troubles from 1970 onward, when the TVA ran afoul of environmental legislation, built a massive nuclear
power plant it could not control, and sought new missions for which there were no constituencies.

Hargrove shows how the TVA’s founding myth of multipurpose regional development was inappropriately
pursued in the 1970s and 1980s by leaders who became “prisoners of myth” in their efforts to keep the
agency heroic. Based on rich interview materials and historical documents from TVA archives, this study
provides penetrating insights into the ways in which bureacratic institutions perform in the face of historical
change. In a preface written especially for this new paperback edition, Hargrove discusses the responses the
book received upon its initial publication in 1994 and the theory of organizational leadership that emerged
from his research into the TVA.

The Author: Erwin C. Hargrove is professor of political science at Vanderbilt University and the author,
most recently, of The President as Leader: Appealing to the Better Angels of Our Nature.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hyde:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Prisoners of Myth : The Leadership of the Tennessee Valley
Authority, 1933-1990. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book Prisoners of Myth : The Leadership of the Tennessee Valley Authority,
1933-1990. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a
book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's read.

Leon Santiago:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Prisoners of Myth : The
Leadership of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 1933-1990 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Fidel Auxier:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Prisoners of Myth : The Leadership of the
Tennessee Valley Authority, 1933-1990 can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this
one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Prisoners of Myth : The Leadership of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 1933-1990.

Darla Kemp:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book
Prisoners of Myth : The Leadership of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 1933-1990. Contain your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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