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In the centuries following his death, Jerome (c.347-420) was venerated as a saint and as one of the four
Doctors of the Latin church. In his own lifetime, however, he was a severely marginalized figure whose
intellectual and spiritual authority did not go unchallenged, at times not even by those in his inner circle. His
ascetic theology was rejected by the vast majority of Christian contemporaries, his Hebrew scholarship was
called into question by the leading Biblical authorities of the day, and the reputation he cultivated as a pious
monk was compromised by allegations of moral impropriety with some of his female disciples.

In view of the extremely problematic nature of his profile, how did Jerome seek to bring credibility to
himself and his various causes? In this book, the first of its kind in any language, Andrew Cain answers this
crucial question through a systematic examination of Jerome's idealized self-presentation across the whole
range of his extant epistolary corpus. Modern scholars overwhelmingly either access the letters as historical
sources or appreciate their aesthetic properties. Cain offers a new approach and explores the largely
neglected but nonetheless fundamental propagandistic dimension of the correspondence. In particular, he
proposes theories about how, and above all why, Jerome used individual letters and letter-collections to bid
for status as an expert on the Bible and ascetic spirituality.
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From reader reviews:

Mavis Strain:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Letters of Jerome:
Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the Construction of Christian Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early
Christian Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Rose Rowe:

This book untitled The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the Construction of Christian
Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Martha McKee:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top collection in your reading list is definitely The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the
Construction of Christian Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Thomas Brown:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
the book The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the Construction of Christian Authority
in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies) we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism,
Biblical Exegesis, and the Construction of Christian Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian



Studies). You can more appealing than now.
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