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The macabre mass suicide by adherents of the Heaven's Gate Cult in 1997 was shocking and difficult to
comprehend for most outsiders. Their bizarre mindset, which mixed New Age religion with belief in
extraterrestrial visitation, struck many as unique. In fact, as the contributors to thisintriguing study show, the
belief in alien contact has had religious overtones since the first purported sighting of an unidentified flying
object (UFO) in 1947. Moreover, the religious dimensions of the UFO phenomenon may be the key to
understanding the widespread appeal of this modern craze.

An expert in new religions, Professor James Lewis has here brought together twenty insightful articles that
cover the many variations of UFO-based religions. What the contributors demonstrate is that there are
persistent and salient themes underlying the diversity of beliefs centered on the UFO phenomenon.
Hearkening back to theosophy, many groups have interpreted UFO sightings and alleged contacts as attempts
by alien ambassadors from a more advanced civilization to bring spiritual enlightenment to Earth, where
humanity is seen to be floundering in ignorance. The extraterrestrial message is usually channeled through a
charismatic human leader, who then mobilizes a group around this New Age "revelation.”

The Encyclopedic Sourcebook of UFO Religions discusses the histories and beliefs of prominent UFO-based
sects; looks at group dynamics and other sociological factors; and presents selections from the unusual
literature of the various groups.

This revealing and disturbing study shows that there is much more to the UFO phenomenon than simple
curiosity about the possibility of life on other planets.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Ponce:

The knowledge that you get from The Encyclopedic Sourcebook of Ufo Religions is the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Encyclopedic Sourcebook of Ufo Religions giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in particular way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of The Encyclopedic Sourcebook
of Ufo Religions instantly.

Harry Fulford:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them isthis The
Encyclopedic Sourcebook of Ufo Religions.

Rosalie Cox:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some peopl e likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Encyclopedic
Sourcebook of Ufo Religions or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
thetruly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Encyclopedic Sourcebook of Ufo Religions to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Mor gan Johnson:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you.
Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, waysto reach



Chinese's country. So , this The Encyclopedic Sourcebook of Ufo Religions can make you sense more
interested to read.
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