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Why did the German people tolerate the Nazi madness? Maria Ritter's life is haunted by the ever-painful,
never-answerable "German Question." Who knew? What was known?

Confronting the profound silence in which most postwar Germans buried pain and shame, she attempts in
this memoir to give an answer for herself and for her generation. Sixty years after the defeat of Nazi
Germany, she reflects on the nation's oppressive burden and the persecution of the contemporary
consciousness.

"'We received what we deserved,' my grandfather said after the war, and I believed him. His stare out the
window spoke of bitterness and solemn resignation in the face of God's punishment and pity for us all."

In probing the dark shadows of wartime, she reconstructs the voice of her childhood. With a determined
search for remnants of her past during a visit to her homeland, Ritter retrieves memories and emotions from
places, personal stories, and letters. As she interweaves them with events in her family's struggle to survive
the war and its aftermath, she creates a tragic tapestry.

She recalls the weary odyssey from Poland to Leipzig with refugees in 1943 and remembers being sheltered
there beside her grandfather. She returns to Dresden to rekindle memories of the firebombing in 1945. She
revisits the remote Saxony countryside where she and her mother crossed the border from East to West
Germany in flight from the Communists in 1949. She relives the pain of learning that her father "will never
return from the war." On a Memorial Day many years later, Ritter's longstanding, unresolved grief overflows
as she writes a posthumous letter to him. She suffers in the heartbreaking memory of her valiant mother, who
overcame loss and grief along the road to freedom and a new home.

Ritter's memoir sweeps through German history of the 1930s and '40s as she meditates on how she and her
people figure in the tragic story of defeat and debacle. In her recollections, in listening to the voices of her
kin, and in speaking out about the past, she finds the humane way to healing and reconciliation.

Maria Ritter is a clinical psychologist in San Diego, California.
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Return to
Dresden? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Cindy Knutson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Return to
Dresden suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Return to Dresdenis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world with this book.

Jennifer Stanley:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Return to Dresden can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Beverly Thomas:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Return to Dresden to make your own
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is
to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Return to
Dresden can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of this time.
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