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This book traces the concept of idiocy as it has developed in fiction and film in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. It focuses particularly on visual images of idiocy and argues that writers as diverse as Gustave
Flaubert, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Joseph Conrad, John Steinbeck, Flannery O'Connor and Rohinton Mistry, and
filmmakers such as Jean Renoir, Akira Kurosawa, Alfred Hitchcock, Werner Herzog and John Huston have
all been attracted to idiot figures as a way of thinking through issues of language acquisition, intelligence,
creativity, disability, religion and social identity. Martin Halliwell provides a lively and detailed discussion
of the most significant literary and cinematic uses of idiocy, arguing that scientific conceptions of the term as
a classifiable medical condition are much too narrow. With the explosion of interest in idiocy among
American and European filmmakers in the 1990s and the growing interest in its often overlooked history,
this book offers a timely reassessment of idiocy and its distinctive place at the intersection of science and
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Nikki Jones:

The publication with title Images of Idiocy: The Idiot Figure in Modern Fiction and Film includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Nancy Martindale:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Images of Idiocy: The Idiot Figure in Modern Fiction and Film your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Images of Idiocy: The Idiot Figure in Modern Fiction
and Film giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Terry Smith:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Images of Idiocy: The Idiot Figure in
Modern Fiction and Film can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Ann Yoho:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Images of
Idiocy: The Idiot Figure in Modern Fiction and Film.
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