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Tammy L. Brown uses the life stories of West Indian intellectuals to investigate the dynamic history of
immigration to New York and the long battle for racial equality in modern America. The majority of the
40,000 black immigrants who arrived at Ellis Island during the first wave of Caribbean immigration to New
York hailed from the English-speaking Caribbean--mainly Jamaica, Barbados, and Trinidad. Arriving at the
height of the Industrial Revolution and a new era in black culture and progress, these black immigrants
dreamed of a more prosperous future. However, northern-style Jim Crow hindered their upward social
mobility. In response, Caribbean intellectuals delivered speeches and sermons, wrote poetry and novels, and
created performance art pieces challenging the racism that impeded their success.

Brown traces the influences of religion as revealed at Unitarian minister Ethelred Brown's Harlem
Community Church and in Richard B. Moore's fiery speeches on Harlem street corners during the age of the
"New Negro." She investigates the role of performance art and Pearl Primus's declaration that "dance is a
weapon for social change" during the long civil rights movement. Shirley Chisholm's advocacy for women
and all working-class Americans in the House of Representatives and as a presidential candidate during the
peak of the Feminist Movement moves the book into more overt politics. Novelist Paule Marshall's
insistence that black immigrant women be seen and heard in the realm of American Arts and Letters at the
advent of "multiculturalism" reveals the power of literature. The wide-ranging styles of West Indian
campaigns for social justice reflect the expansive imaginations and individual life stories of each intellectual
Brown studies. In addition to deepening our understanding of the long battle for racial equality in America,
these life stories reveal the powerful interplay between personal and public politics.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Thompson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication City of Islands: Caribbean Intellectuals
in New York (Caribbean Studies Series) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suited book with you?

William Jewell:

The book City of Islands: Caribbean Intellectuals in New York (Caribbean Studies Series) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the great thing like a book City of Islands: Caribbean Intellectuals in New York (Caribbean Studies Series)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book City of Islands: Caribbean Intellectuals in New
York (Caribbean Studies Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Johnny Ballance:

You will get this City of Islands: Caribbean Intellectuals in New York (Caribbean Studies Series) by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Pat Thomas:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as
of book City of Islands: Caribbean Intellectuals in New York (Caribbean Studies Series). You can include
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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