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Planes, Trains, and Onion Fields

Midway was Chicago’s first official airport, and for decades it was the busiest airport in the nation, and then
the world. Its story is an American story, encompassing heroes and villains, generosity and greed, boom and
bust, progress and decline, and in the final chapter, rebirth. Join Christopher Lynch as he combines oral
histories, narrative, and historic and contemporary photos to celebrate the rich and exciting 75-year history of
this colorful airport and the evolution of aviation right along with it.

Heroes and Daredevils
Meet a cast of characters whose dreams, courage, and resolution put the pieces in place for one of the
country’s most historic airports as they first charted the space between Heaven and Earth from the Chicago
area. Inventors. Barnstormers. Airmail flyers. World War aviators. Industrialists. All-star pilots like Charles
Lindbergh, Jimmy Doolittle, and Bessie Coleman.

Transportation Hub
Follow a bustling, centralized metropolis as it evolves from the nation’s railroad capital of the 19th century
to the aviation leader of the 20th, both roles intersecting in the 1940s when train tracks of the largest railroad
in the country ran through the airfields of Midway, the world’s busiest airport.

Heart of a Neighborhood
Journey to a residential neighborhood with one-square-mile of excitement at its core: An airport that served
as employer, visitor’s attraction, social center, and lifeline to glamour. One with its elementary school just
yards away from an active runway.

Crossroads of the World
Relive Midway’s heyday—a golden era when movie stars and international dignitaries routinely deplaned
there to great media fanfare, when Marshall Field’s Cloud Room provided elegant dining with a panoramic
view of the tarmac.

Birth of the Airlines
Watch the emergence of fledgling airlines at Midway—United, American, and others—that changed forever
the way people traveled. From there began the brutal competition that still marks the industry today. It ended
the dominance of the railroads, legislated the inexpensive "non-skeds" out of business, and re-emerged in the
1990s with such no-frills carriers as ATA and Southwest Airlines that continue operating successfully from
Midway today.

Reinvention
Discover an airport penned in by its own success, unable to expand and initially unable to accommodate the
jet age. Through persistence, repositioning, political maneuvering, and ongoing reinvention, the cherished
Midway is once again on top, thriving in a new age of challenges in the air.

Come fly with us to another era of air travel.
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

The book Chicago's Midway Airport (Illinois) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Chicago's Midway Airport
(Illinois) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a
book Chicago's Midway Airport (Illinois). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ricky Copeland:

The book Chicago's Midway Airport (Illinois) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Chicago's Midway Airport
(Illinois)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Chicago's Midway Airport (Illinois) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Cao:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Chicago's Midway Airport (Illinois) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Willie McCorkle:

Beside this specific Chicago's Midway Airport (Illinois) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Chicago's Midway Airport (Illinois) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to
read it from today!
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