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Available for the first time in English, Azaleas is a captivating collection of poems by a master of the early
Korean modernist style. Published in 1925, Azaleas is the only collection Kim Sowol (1902-1934) produced
during his brief life, yet he remains one of Korea's most beloved and well-known poets. His work is a
delightful and sophisticated blend of the images, tonalities, and rhythms of traditional Korean folk songs
with surprisingly modern forms and themes. Sowol is also known for his unique and sometimes unsettling
perspective, expressed through loneliness, longing, and a creative use of dream imagery-a reflection of
Sowol's engagement with French Symbolist poetry.

Azaleas recounts the journey of a young Korean as he travels from the northern P'yongyang area near to the
cosmopolitan capital of Seoul. Told through an array of voices, the poems describe the young man's actions
as he leaves home, his experiences as a student and writer in Seoul, and his return north. Although
considered a landmark of Korean literature, Azaleas speaks to readers from all cultures. An essay by Sowol's
mentor, the poet Kim Ok, concludes the collection and provides vital insight into Sowol's work and life. This
elegant translation by David R. McCann, an expert on modern Korean poetry, maintains the immediacy and
richness of Sowol's work and shares with English-language readers the quiet beauty of a poet who continues
to cast a powerful spell on generations of Korean readers.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Taylor:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Azaleas: A Book of Poems
(Weatherhead Books on Asia). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Robert Araiza:

Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Azaleas: A Book of
Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Lloyd North:

The book untitled Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia) contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author
gives you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Sandra Leggett:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead
Books on Asia) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can to
be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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