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The rugged island of Sicily, dominated in the east by the snow-crowned eminence of the active volcano
Mount Etna (which rises to a height of 11,000 feet), lies in the ocean just off the “toe” of the “boot” of Italy.
This spectacular setting witnessed one of 1943's pivotal battles as the theater of Allied operations shifted
from North Africa to Europe – Operation Husky, a mixed victory wresting control of Sicily from the Axis.
The action also caused Benito Mussolini's downfall, his imprisonment, and subsequent dramatic rescue by
the scar-faced Otto Skorzeny – removing significant portions of Italy from the fascist camp but nevertheless
failing to prevent a long and costly Italian campaign.

Germany's North African defeat opened up the possibility of taking the war in the west to the European
continent for the first time since France's lightning conquest by the Wehrmacht in 1940. The British and
Americans debated the merits of landing in France directly in 1943, but they ultimately opted against it. The
Soviets railed at the Westerners as “bastards of allies” – conveniently forgetting that they aided and abetted
Hitler's violent expansionism in eastern Europe for over a year, starting in 1939 – but a 1943 “D-Day” style
landing in France might have proven a strategic and logistical impossibility.

As it turned out, the lackluster Allied showing on Sicily and the escape of most of the island's garrison would
encourage Hitler to alter his plans and defend Italy vigorously. With its rugged mountain ridges, deep
valleys, and numerous rivers, Italy contained tens of thousands of natural defensive positions. The
Wehrmacht exploited these to the full during the ensuing campaign, bogging down the Anglo-American
armies in an endless series of costly, time-consuming engagements. Even the rank and file German soldiers
showed a clear awareness of the Italy's strategic significance: “’The Tommies will have to chew their way
through us inch by inch,’ a German paratrooper wrote in an unfinished letter found on his corpse at Salerno,
‘and we will surely make hard chewing for them.’” (Hastings, 2011, 408).

On paper, Sicily's garrison appeared as a formidable obstacle to the Allies' plans, but in actuality, most of the
resistance came from the small number of German troops on the island. The vast numbers of Italian soldiers
accomplished little other than to flee or surrender en masse, but even this delayed the Anglo-American forces
long enough for Hitler to greatly reinforce the Wehrmacht in Italy. In the memorable words of a war
correspondent, the campaign resembled “a thirty-eight day race with the Italians in the lead” (Porch, 2004,
445).

The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II chronicles
the crucial 1943 campaign. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about
the invasion of Sicily like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Claudia Fox:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Allied Invasion of
Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II to read.

Jacki Warner:

Here thing why this kind of The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign
of World War II are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The History
of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II giving you information deeper and different ways,
you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with The Allied Invasion of
Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Allied Invasion
of Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II in e-book can be your
alternative.

Larry Luis:

The ability that you get from The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious
Campaign of World War II is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more
you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Allied Invasion
of Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The
History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II instantly.

Amy Joshi:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the park.



They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign
of World War II can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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