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This path-breaking book reveals how Hollywood became "Hollywood" and what that meant for the politics
of America and American film. Working-Class Hollywood tells the story of filmmaking in the first three
decades of the twentieth century, a time when going to the movies could transform lives and when the
cinema was a battleground for control of American consciousness. Steven Ross documents the rise of a
working-class film movement that challenged the dominant political ideas of the day. Between 1907 and
1930, worker filmmakers repeatedly clashed with censors, movie industry leaders, and federal agencies over
the kinds of images and subjects audiences would be allowed to see. The outcome of these battles was
critical to our own times, for the victors got to shape the meaning of class in twentieth- century America.

Surveying several hundred movies made by or about working men and women, Ross shows how filmmakers
were far more concerned with class conflict during the silent era than at any subsequent time. Directors like
Charlie Chaplin, D. W. Griffith, and William de Mille made movies that defended working people and
chastised their enemies. Worker filmmakers went a step further and produced movies from A Martyr to His
Cause (1911) to The Gastonia Textile Strike (1929) that depicted a unified working class using strikes,
unions, and socialism to transform a nation. J. Edgar Hoover considered these class-conscious productions so
dangerous that he assigned secret agents to spy on worker filmmakers.

Liberal and radical films declined in the 1920s as an emerging Hollywood studio system, pressured by
censors and Wall Street investors, pushed American film in increasingly conservative directions. Appealing
to people's dreams of luxury and upward mobility, studios produced lavish fantasy films that shifted popular
attention away from the problems of the workplace and toward the pleasures of the new consumer society.
While worker filmmakers were trying to heighten class consciousness, Hollywood producers were
suggesting that class no longer mattered. Working-Class Hollywood shows how silent films helped shape the
modern belief that we are a classless nation.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for us. The book Working-Class Hollywood ended up being making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
publication Working-Class Hollywood is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book Working-Class Hollywood. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Gloria Duncan:

This Working-Class Hollywood is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Working-Class Hollywood in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Barbara Davis:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Working-Class Hollywood this guide consist a lot of the information
in the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Larry Huff:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Working-Class Hollywood can be the
answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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