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In this sweeping challenge to the postmodern critiques of psychoanalysis, Joel Whitebook argues for a
reintegration of Freud's uncompromising investigation of the unconscious with the political and
philosophical insights of critical theory. Perversion and Utopia follows in the tradition of Herbert Marcuse's
Eros and Civilization and Paul Ricoeur's Freud and Philosophy. It expands on these books, however, because
of the author's remarkable grasp not only of psychoanalytic studies but also of the contemporary critical
climate; Whitebook, a philosopher and a psychoanalyst, writes with equal facility on both Habermas and
Freud.A central thesis of Perversion and Utopia is that there is an essential affinity between the utopian
impulse and the perverse impulse, in that both reflect a desire to bypass the reality principle that Freud
claimed to define the human condition. The book explores the positive and negative aspects of the
relationship between these impulses, which are ubiquitous features of human life, and the requirements of
civilized social existence.Whitebook steers a course between orthodox psychoanalytic conservatism, which
seeks simply to repress the perverse-utopian impulse in the name of social continuity and cohesion, and those
forms of Freudo-Marxism, postmodernism, and psychoanalytic feminism that advocate its direct and full
expression in the name of emancipation. While he demonstrates the limitations of the current textual
approaches to Freud, especially those influenced by Lacan, Whitebook also enlists the lessons of
psychoanalysis to counteract the excessive rationalism of the Habermasian brand of critical theory, thus
making a substantial contribution to current discussions within critical theory itself. His analysis and
interpretation of perversion, narcissism, sublimation, and ego bring new insight to these central and thorny
issues in Freud, and his discussions of Adorno, Marcuse, Castoriadis, Habermas, Ricoeur, Lacan, and others
are equally penetrating.
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From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

The event that you get from Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies
in Contemporary German Social Thought) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide
within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German
Social Thought) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary
German Social Thought) instantly.

Debra Riggs:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary
German Social Thought).

Tamiko Harmon:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Perversion
and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social
Thought) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Joseph Langley:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German
Social Thought). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add



your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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