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Today, most of the 2,800 tranquil acres that make up Wye Island are managed by the Maryland Park Service.
However, from 1973 to 1974, the island was the site of a raging controversy. A major developer, James
Rouse, wanted to build a compact waterfront village that would be surrounded by large estates, protected
farms, and wetlands. A boyhood resident of nearby Easton, Maryland, Rouse hoped that the island could
avoid the sprawl of unplanned subdivisions that were marring so many other places along the Eastern Shore.
Combining history, journalism, character sketches, and sharp sociological insight, Boyd Gibbons presents
the conflict over Wye Island in its multiple dimensions - as an example of the emerging community-based
activism of the 1960s and 70s, and of a community that, while exercising its right to preserve its identity,
denies opportunities for its members to improve their lives through change. In fact, Wye Island proves not to
be the environmental David-Goliath struggle that might be expected. For one thing, residents opposed a
development plan that can be regarded as an early model for 'smart growth.' And many were no more
favorably disposed to a park or preserve than to a planned village. Their interest was in protecting the
community from an invasion of immigrants from ethnically diverse Baltimore and Washington, and, where
the wealthy were concerned, protecting some very private views of the water. In the end, rich landowners,
poor 'natives,' and many recent newcomers opposed the Rouse project - distrusting change, and, above all,
fearing 'outsiders.' The special reprint of Wye Island includes a new foreword by distinguished
environmental historian Adam Rome, who explores the enduring themes of Wye Island in context of the
current debates about land use, development, and sprawl.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Wye
Island: "Insiders, Outsiders, and Change in a Chesapeake Community - Special Reprint Edition"? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Betty Serrano:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Wye Island: "Insiders, Outsiders, and
Change in a Chesapeake Community - Special Reprint Edition" will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open
or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Jonathan Thurman:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Wye Island: "Insiders, Outsiders, and Change in a Chesapeake Community - Special Reprint
Edition".

Susan Garrard:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Wye Island: "Insiders, Outsiders, and Change in
a Chesapeake Community - Special Reprint Edition" can give you a lot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We should have Wye Island: "Insiders, Outsiders, and Change in a Chesapeake Community -
Special Reprint Edition".
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