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This book re-examines the literary significance of poet and translator William Cowper (1731-1800). Cowper
is too often read as an 'escapist' poet, whose retirement constitutes and attitude of political retreat and
disengagement. This book recovers the highly politicised context of 'retirement' as a mode of political
opposition in the eighteenth century and shows the extent to which one poet drew from, and contributed to,
this radical traditions. Far from retreating from civic engagement into private meditation, Cowper
characteristically chose to escape from the self-enclosed misery of private meditation into his own carefully
plotted version of social responsibility. The fascination of Cowper lies in his inability to centre his life and
work around any one paradigm, his refusal to synthesize his experience and his characteristic mode of
oscillation between alternatives, a mode which has its roots in popular eighteenth century understandings of
'digression' as a positive literary attitude. An ideal of a balanced rural life is constantly considered, re-
evaluated and yet postponed as Cowper's poetry evidences a strong fear of the more intransigent and
unappeasable aspects of nature. Claustrophobic and agoraphobic, the space for sane, useful existence proves
elusive in the extreme. The emblem of the castaway, forever representative in a world where faith has
become detached from forms and dogma and become a matter of 'emotional correctness' a condition of
feeling rather than either creed or ritual. The contradictions inherent in this 'mainstream' ideological tendency
claim Cowper as one of their most prominent victims.
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From reader reviews:

Andrea Toliver:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This William Cowper: Religion,
Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture) is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kay Young:

The actual book William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century
Literature and Culture) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book
William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature and
Culture) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Nancy Deanda:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
definitely William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature
and Culture).

Quentin Taylor:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature
and Culture) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The William
Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?
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