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The postmodern revival of interest in apophatic (negative) theology neglects the integrated system of
spiritual praxis that undergirds traditional negative theology and therefore has failed to realize its potential to
address the postmodern themes of alterity, subjectivity, and ontotheology. Traditional apophatic theology
forms one aspect of the Eastern Orthodox system of spiritual practices known as “hesychasm” (from
hesycheia, inner stillness). This system comprises several elements: an emphasis on systematic spiritual
progress via the “Ladder” of spiritual ascent, an understanding of the self in its relation to God, and the
assertion of the radical otherness of God. This dissertation brings these elements of apophatic theology into
the ongoing dialogue concerning apophatic theology to address the themes of subjectivity, alterity, and
ontotheology. Hesychastic practices produce a transformation of human nature that first eliminates the
delusory attachments of natural being, and then reconstitutes the person on the basis of openness,
selflessness, and relationality. The dissertation argues that the practices of cataphasis (positive predication),
apophasis (negative predication), and the “hyper-” (a prefix that connotes the otherness of God) must be
located within this transformative system. This relocation of negative theology makes possible the thinking
of a self that is at once substantive and interrelational and of God as at once transcendent Unity and
immanent and dynamic (thus evading the charge of reinscribing ontotheology). As a preliminary to this
system, the dissertation presents the hermeneutic, anthropological, and providential context of the Ladder of
spiritual practices. Hesychasm integrates these contextual elements in a system that provides a total
environment for the formation of subjectivity. The dissertation presents and then critiques the contrasting
postmodern apophaticisms of Jacques Derrida and Jean-Luc Marion. Derrida’s analysis of the impossible, his
rejection of the identification of deconstruction with negative theology, and his charge that negative theology
remains ontotheological pose serious challenges to negative theology. Jean-Luc Marion attempts to defend
negative theology against Derrida’s charges by means of his concept of the saturated phenomenon and his
phenomenology of excess. In both cases, however, the lack of a system of spiritual transformation limits the
effectiveness of their insights.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Potter:

The book Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern Apophaticism can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern Apophaticism? A few of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern
Apophaticism has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Armando Rodgers:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern Apophaticism can be your
answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Lea Wheeler:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern
Apophaticism this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suited all of you.

Sara Kelly:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern Apophaticism we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book
Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern Apophaticism. You can more attractive than



now.
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