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Symmetry is an immensely important concept in mathematics and throughout the sciences. In this Very Short
Introduction, Ian Stewart demonstrates symmetry's deep implications, showing how it even plays a major
role in the current search to unify relativity and quantum theory. Stewart, a respected mathematician as well
as a widely known popular-science and science-fiction writer, brings to this volume his deep knowledge of
the subject and his gift for conveying science to general readers with clarity and humor. He describes how
symmetry's applications range across the entire field of mathematics and how symmetry governs the
structure of crystals, innumerable types of pattern formation, and how systems change their state as
parameters vary. Symmetry is also highly visual, with applications that include animal markings,
locomotion, evolutionary biology, elastic buckling, waves, the shape of the Earth, and the form of galaxies.
Fundamental physics is governed by symmetries in the laws of nature--Einstein's point that the laws should
be the same at all locations and all times.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Anderson:

The book Symmetry: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Symmetry: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Symmetry: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Francis Mason:

This Symmetry: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are generally reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Symmetry: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Symmetry: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

David Manning:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Symmetry: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Debra Davin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Symmetry: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Symmetry: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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