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The horrific torture and execution of hundreds of thousands of Cambodians by Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge
during the 1970s is one of the century's major human disasters. David Chandler, a world-renowned historian
of Cambodia, examines the Khmer Rouge phenomenon by focusing on one of its key institutions, the secret
prison outside Phnom Penh known by the code name "S-21." The facility was an interrogation center where
more than 14,000 "enemies" were questioned, tortured, and made to confess to counterrevolutionary crimes.
Fewer than a dozen prisoners left S-21 alive.

During the Democratic Kampuchea (DK) era, the existence of S-21 was known only to those inside it and a
few high-ranking Khmer Rouge officials. When invading Vietnamese troops discovered the prison in 1979,
murdered bodies lay strewn about and instruments of torture were still in place. An extensive archive
containing photographs of victims, cadre notebooks, and DK publications was also found. Chandler utilizes
evidence from the S-21 archive as well as materials that have surfaced elsewhere in Phnom Penh. He also
interviews survivors of S-21 and former workers from the prison.

Documenting the violence and terror that took place within S-21 is only part of Chandler's story. Equally
important is his attempt to understand what happened there in terms that might be useful to survivors,
historians, and the rest of us. Chandler discusses the "culture of obedience" and its attendant dehumanization,
citing parallels between the Khmer Rouge executions and the Moscow Show Trails of the 1930s, Nazi
genocide, Indonesian massacres in 1965-66, the Argentine military's use of torture in the 1970s, and the
recent mass killings in Bosnia and Rwanda. In each of these instances, Chandler shows how turning victims
into "others" in a manner that was systematically devaluing and racialist made it easier to mistreat and kill
them. More than a chronicle of Khmer Rouge barbarism, Voices from S-21 is also a judicious examination of
the psychological dimensions of state-sponsored terrorism that conditions human beings to commit acts of
unspeakable brutality.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Munoz:

The book Voices from S-21: Terror and History in Pol Pot's Secret Prison gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Voices from S-21: Terror and History in Pol Pot's Secret Prison to get your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a guide Voices from S-21: Terror and History in Pol
Pot's Secret Prison. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Judy Bowen:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Voices from S-21: Terror and History in
Pol Pot's Secret Prison as the daily resource information.

Lauren Clarke:

The guide with title Voices from S-21: Terror and History in Pol Pot's Secret Prison includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Wesley Mansour:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Voices from S-21: Terror and History in Pol
Pot's Secret Prison to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling
about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through
it. Beside that the publication Voices from S-21: Terror and History in Pol Pot's Secret Prison can to be your
brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that
time.
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