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Over the course of the nineteenth century, the figure of Persephone rapidly evolved from what was
essentially a decorative metaphor into a living goddess who embodied the most spiritual aspects of ancient
Greek religion. In the first comprehensive survey of the Persephone myth in English and American literature
of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Margot Louis explores the transformation of the goddess to
provide not only a basis for understanding how the study of ancient history informed the creation of a new
spirituality but for comprehending the deep and bitter tensions surrounding gender that interacted with this
process. Beginning with an overview of the most influential ancient texts on Persephone and references to
Persephone in Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, and Romantic period writing, Louis shows that the earliest
theories of matriarchy and patriarchal marriage emerged in the 1860s alongside the first English poems to
explore Persephone's story. As scholars began to focus on the chthonic Mystery cults, and particularly on the
Eleusinian Mysteries of Demeter and Persephone, poets and novelists explored the divisions between mother
and daughter occasioned by patriarchal marriage. Issues of fertility and ritual resonate in Thomas Hardy's
Tess of the d'Urbervilles and Willa Cather's My Antonia, while the first advance of a neo-pagan spirituality,
as well as early feminist critiques of male mythography and of the Persephone myth, emerge in Modernist
poems and fictions from 1908 to 1927. Informed by the latest research and theoretical work on myth, Margot
Louis's fascinating study shows the development of Victorian mythography in a new light; offers original
takes on Victorian representations of gender and values; exposes how differently male and female
Modernists dealt with issues of myth, ritual, and ancient spirituality; and uncovers how deeply the study of
ancient spirituality is entwined with controversies about gender.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Demers:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Persephone
Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Diane Smith:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Persephone Rises, 1860-1927:
Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality had been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Persephone
Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality. You never really feel lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Elvis Quinlan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Persephone Rises, 1860-1927:
Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Persephone Rises, 1860-1927:
Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality become your personal starter.

John Jeanbaptiste:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality will give



you new experience in examining a book.
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