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This interdisciplinary study promotes the thesis that some contemporary Chinese ink artists succeed in using
principles of traditional Chinese aesthetics to convey the union of self with nature, others and the universe.
The investigation is a case study of the writings and paintings of Jizi, an ink-wash artist in Beijing, who
combines images of icy mountains, Tibetan landscapes, cosmic vistas, and enclosures of personal existence.
Jizi’s success in expressing the unification of these dimensions is confirmed by developing and applying an
interpretation of Jing Hao’s classic description of the authentic image, which resonates with the vitality of
nature. To find words for resonance with visible nature, the inquiry extends to such writers as Li Zehou,
Arthur Danto and Maurice Merleau-Ponty.  In short, an account of authenticity in Chinese ink painting is
offered experimentally as a means for assessing whether contemporary Chinese artworks are expressive of
Chinese philosophy and culture.  The text includes stylistic comparisons with artists such as E.C. Escher,
Guo Xi, Jia Youfu, Liu Guosong, Rene Magritte, Piet Mondrian, and Xu Bing. The result is an appreciation
of the healing influence of Chinese ink art in a global culture that is vibrant, complex, diverse and affirming
of the present.

In this rigorous, far-reaching, and original analysis of contemporary ink art painting, Brubaker and Wang
focus our attention  on the work of one independent painter, Jizi, whose work exemplifies an uncanny
marriage between ink art and contemporary concerns. In the central chapters, Brubaker persuasively argues
that in this work Jizi captures principles essential to traditional Chinese aesthetics articulated in terms of
wholeness, emptiness, and visibility that enable the works to express the unification of the self with nature
and the universe as a whole. It does this through forms that are innovative and part of artistic practices and
discourses that are becoming increasingly global.

Mary Wiseman,

The City University of New York

This important publication focuses on the evocative ink wash paintings of an artist who has, over the course
of decades, demonstrated an unwavering commitment to exploring the technical, formal, philosophical and
experiential dimensions of his chosen medium. The essays, commentaries and critical reflections collected in
this volume present unique perspectives on Jizi's practice, significantly contributing to the growing body of
scholarship on the continuing vitality of the ink wash tradition in the global contemporary. 

Dr. Wenny Teo,

The Courtauld Institute of Art

Through an in-depth study of the ink painting practice of contemporary Chinese artist Jizi, the
authors discover Chinese ink painting’s philosophical perspectives, cosmic foundations, and
contemporary possibilities. They also uncovered a way to enter into the artist’s rich and profound spiritual
world; through Jiazi’s expansive visual patterning and refined spiritual imagery, he activates a long and great
cultural tradition.



Yu Yang,

Central Academy of Fine Arts
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the publication untitled Jizi and His Art in Contemporary China: Unification (Chinese Contemporary
Art Series) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Joni Thompson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Jizi and His Art in
Contemporary China: Unification (Chinese Contemporary Art Series) that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means
for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Jizi
and His Art in Contemporary China: Unification (Chinese Contemporary Art Series) become your own
starter.

Wm Schroeder:

This Jizi and His Art in Contemporary China: Unification (Chinese Contemporary Art Series) is great
reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Jizi and His Art in Contemporary China: Unification (Chinese
Contemporary Art Series) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Sheila Whitley:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Jizi and His Art in Contemporary China: Unification (Chinese Contemporary Art
Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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