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Between 1905 and 1939 a conspicuously tall white man with a shock of red hair, dressed in a silk shirt and
white linen trousers, could be seen on the streets of Onitsha, in Eastern Nigeria. How was it possible for an
unconventional, boy-loving Englishman to gain a social status among the local populace enjoyed by few
other Europeans in colonial West Africa?

In The Forger's Tale: The Search for Odeziaku Stephanie Newell charts the story of the English novelist and
poet John Moray Stuart-Young (1881-1939) as he traveled from the slums of Manchester to West Africa in
order to escape the homophobic prejudices of late-Victorian society. Leaving behind a criminal record for
forgery and embezzlement and his notoriety as a "spirit rapper," Stuart-Young found a new identity as a
wealthy palm oil trader and a celebrated author, known to Nigerians as "Odeziaku."

In this fascinating biographical account, Newell draws on queer theory, African gender debates, and "new
imperial history" to open up a wider study of imperialism, (homo)sexuality, and nonelite culture between the
1880s and the late 1930s. The Forger's Tale pays close attention to different forms of West African cultural
production in the colonial period and to public debates about sexuality and ethics, as well as to movements in
mainstream English literature.
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From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

This book untitled The Forger's Tale: The Search for Odeziaku (New African Histories) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Carrie Porter:

The reason? Because this The Forger's Tale: The Search for Odeziaku (New African Histories) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If
I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Gerald Kelly:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. The Forger's Tale: The Search for Odeziaku (New African Histories) can be
your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

James Johnson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is The Forger's Tale: The Search for Odeziaku (New African Histories) this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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