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From the author of the critically acclaimed biographies Diana Mosley and The Viceroy's Daughters comes a
fascinating, hugely entertaining account of the Victorian women who traveled halfway around the world on
the hunt for a husband.

By the late nineteenth century, Britain's colonial reign seemed to know no limit—and India was the sparkling
jewel in the Imperial crown. Many of Her Majesty's best and brightest young men departed for the Raj to
make their careers, and their fortunes, as bureaucrats, soldiers, and businessmen. But in their wake they left
behind countless young ladies who, suddenly bereft of eligible bachelors, found themselves facing an
uncertain future.

With nothing to lose and everything to gain, some of these women decided to follow suit and abandon their
native Britain for India's exotic glamor and—with men outnumbering women by roughly four to one in the
Raj—the best chance they had at finding a man.

Drawing on a wealth of firsthand sources, including unpublished memoirs, letters, photographs, and diaries,
Anne de Courcy brings the incredible world of "the Fishing Fleet," as these women were known, to life. In
these sparkling pages, she describes the glittering whirlwind of dances, parties, amateur theatricals, picnics,
tennis tournaments, cinemas, tiger shoots, and palatial banquets that awaited in the Raj, all geared toward the
prospect of romance. Most of the girls were away from home for the first time, and they plunged headlong
into the heady dazzle of expatriate social life; marriages were frequent.

However, after the honeymoon many women were confronted with a reality that was far from the fairy tale
they'd been chasing. With her signature diligence and sensitivity, de Courcy looks beyond the allure of the
Raj to tell the real stories of these marriages built on convenience and unwieldy expectations. Wives were
whisked away to distant outposts with few other Europeans for company. Transplanted to isolated
plantations and remote towns, they endured heat, boredom, discomfort, illness, and motherhood removed
from familiar comforts—a far cry from the magical world they were promised upon arrival.

Rich with drama and color, The Fishing Fleet is a sumptuous, utterly compelling real-life saga of adventure,
romance, and heartbreak in the heyday of the British Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Weathers:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Fishing Fleet: Husband-Hunting in
the Raj will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Doreen Williams:

This The Fishing Fleet: Husband-Hunting in the Raj book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
That The Fishing Fleet: Husband-Hunting in the Raj without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Fishing Fleet: Husband-Hunting
in the Raj can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The Fishing Fleet: Husband-Hunting in the Raj
having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Donald Benson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Fishing Fleet: Husband-
Hunting in the Raj, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Gordon Miller:

This The Fishing Fleet: Husband-Hunting in the Raj is great guide for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Fishing Fleet:
Husband-Hunting in the Raj in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt this?
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