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In most post-colonial regimes in sub-Saharan Africa, state power has been used to structure economic
production in ways that have tended to produce economic stagnation rather than growth. In this book,
Catherine Boone examines the ways in which the exercise of state power has inhibited economic growth,
focusing on the case of Senegal. She traces changes in the political economy of Senegal from the heyday of
colonial merchant capital in the 1930s to the decay of the neo-colonial merchant capital in the 1980s and
reveals that old trading monopolies, commercial hierarchies and patterns of wealth accumulation were
preserved at the cost of reforms that would have stimulated economic growth. Boone uses this case to
develop an argument against analyses of political-economic development that identify state institutions and
ideologies as independent forces driving the process of economic transformation. State power, she argues, is
rooted in the material and social bases of ruling alliances.
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From reader reviews:

Edgar Hightower:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Merchant Capital and the Roots of State Power in
Senegal: 1930-1985 (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ryan Dewitt:

The book Merchant Capital and the Roots of State Power in Senegal: 1930-1985 (Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Beverly Bell:

The reason why? Because this Merchant Capital and the Roots of State Power in Senegal: 1930-1985
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Virginia Berry:

Merchant Capital and the Roots of State Power in Senegal: 1930-1985 (Cambridge Studies in Comparative
Politics) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into delight arrangement in writing Merchant Capital and the Roots of State Power in Senegal: 1930-
1985 (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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