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With its unique focus on pacifism, The Big Country was an unusual Western for audiences of the 1950s.
Produced in 1958, this epic film featured an all-star cast that included Gregory Peck, Charlton Heston, and
Oscar-winner Burl Ives. One of the most enduring elements of the film has been Jerome Moross’s score.
Inspired to re-think the traditional Western score and approach it in a way that enhances the emotional
content, rather than simply accompanying the action, Moross created a work that stands as one of the great
achievements of cinematic music.

In Jerome Moross’s The Big Country: A Film Score Guide, Mariana Whitmer examines Moross’s landmark
work, a score that continues to attract listeners and influence composers of film, Westerns and otherwise.
This book begins with a biographical survey of Moross’s formative years, his early dramatic compositions in
ballet and musical theater, and his early film work, providing an historical context for understanding his
approach to scoring The Big Country. Drawing upon Moross’s original manuscripts and correspondence,
Whitmer looks carefully at the score itself. She relates the history of this magnificent score and how the
film’s music differs significantly from contemporary trends in the Western. Whitmer also examines the
music’s individual cues and describes how Moross approached the film as a dramatic entity, delineating
sections of the narrative into mega-scenes through the music. Finally, the aftermath of this score is
considered, including how it has influenced not only subsequent Westerns but also music videos.

The first book devoted to a Western film score and the only biographical book on the composer, Jerome
Moross’s The Big Country: A Film Score Guide, will be a valuable read for musicologists, film scholars, and
anyone interested in Moross and his music.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Gilbertson:

This Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film Score Guide (Film Score Guides) are generally reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Jerome Moross's The Big
Country: A Film Score Guide (Film Score Guides) can be one of many great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film Score
Guide (Film Score Guides) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gary Jensen:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film Score Guide (Film Score Guides) can
be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bernice Cofield:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is Jerome
Moross's The Big Country: A Film Score Guide (Film Score Guides).

Johnny Abel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film
Score Guide (Film Score Guides).
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