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When department stores like Le Bon Marché first opened their doors in mid-nineteenth-century Paris,
shoppers were offered more than racks of ready-made frock coats and crinolines. They were given the
chance to acquire a lifestyle as well--that of the bourgeoisie. Wearing proper clothing encouraged proper
behavior, went the prevailing belief.

Available now for the first time in English, Fashioning the Bourgeoisie was one of the first extensive studies
to explain a culture's sociology through the seemingly simple issue of the choice of clothing. Philippe Perrot
shows, through a delightful tour of the rise of the ready-made fashion industry in France, how clothing can
not only reflect but also inculcate beliefs, values, and aspirations. By the middle of the century, men were
prompted to disdain the decadent and gaudy colors of the pre-Revolutionary period and wear unrelievedly
black frock coats suitable to the manly and serious world of commerce. Their wives and daughters, on the
other hand, adorned themselves in bright colors and often uncomfortable and impractical laces and
petticoats, to signal the status of their family. The consumer pastime of shopping was born, as women spent
their spare hours keeping up their middle-class appearance, or creating one by judicious purchases.

As Paris became the fashion capital and bourgeois modes of dress and their inherent attitudes became the
ruling lifestyle of Western Europe and America, clothing and its "civilizing" tendencies were imported to
non-Western colonies as well. In the face of what Perrot calls this "leveling process," the upper classes tried
to maintain their stature and right to elegance by supporting what became the high fashion industry. Richly
detailed, entertaining, and provocative, Fashioning the Bourgeoisie reveals to us the sources of many of our
contemporary rules of fashion and etiquette.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Harrington:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Fashioning the Bourgeoisie: A History of Clothing in
the Nineteenth Century. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important the book Fashioning the Bourgeoisie: A History of Clothing in the Nineteenth
Century. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you
can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jacqueline Kellett:

The reserve untitled Fashioning the Bourgeoisie: A History of Clothing in the Nineteenth Century is the e-
book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Fashioning the Bourgeoisie: A
History of Clothing in the Nineteenth Century from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Edward Orr:

Fashioning the Bourgeoisie: A History of Clothing in the Nineteenth Century can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing
Fashioning the Bourgeoisie: A History of Clothing in the Nineteenth Century nevertheless doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jessica Palmer:

Beside that Fashioning the Bourgeoisie: A History of Clothing in the Nineteenth Century in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Fashioning the Bourgeoisie: A History of Clothing in the
Nineteenth Century because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!
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